Orchid's Aren't All This Society Collects

Sharon Gage from the San Fernando Valley Orchid Society is very involved in
OPERATION GRATITUDE. Along with her interest in orchids, she has time to help
collect and pack boxes for a very worthy cause. Listed below is information regarding this
organization.

"Operation Gratitude (www.operationgratitude.com ) is the 501 (c) (3) non-profit,
volunteer organization that annually sends 100,000+ care packages of items and letters
addressed to individually named U.S. Service Members deployed in hostile overseas
regions. Its mission is to lift morale, bring a smile to a service member's face and to
express to our Armed Forces the appreciation and support of the American people. Since
its inception in March, 2003, Operation Gratitude has shipped more than 410,000
packages to American military deployed overseas."

If you would like to participate in supporting Operation Gratitude, please contact:

Carolyn Blashek

email: opgrat@gmail.com
www.operationgratitude.com
www.youtube.com/OpGrat
Infoline: 818.909.0039

Information reprinted with permission from Carolyn Blashek and Sharon Gage

Tech Tips

Too often, orchid growers accept viruses as an unpleasant fact of life that nothing can be
done to change. Fortunately, that is not true. You have control over your orchid
collection. You are not compelled by nature to have a collection riddled with viruses.

But you must remember that a virus-free collection does not come without some patience
and effort on your part. Whether you are starting fresh or evaluating the health of your
existing collection, a few simple rules and procedures will help you attain a goal that will
assuredly be more than worth the effort you must invest.

When buying an orchid, beware of “virus-free” claims. By and large, it is still up to
the hobbyist to ask the right questions about the health of the plant. If a grower or fellow
hobbyists tells you the orchid you are planning to purchase is virus-free, ask first what
type of diagnostic test was used to arrive at the conclusion.

Ask what viruses have been tested for. Unfortunately, it is not now feasible to test all
plants for all viruses, but your plant may have been tested for CyMV and ORSV, the most
common orchid viruses.

Ask about the guarantee of the claim. If you see virus symptoms after you buy the
orchid, or if your own tests show infection, can you bring it back within a short period of
time? Look for a grower who will give you that option, and who will replace your orchid
with another — hopefully a virus-free orchid for the one you are returning! If you
propagate the orchid, any prior virus infection will be difficult to prove, and the grower
may be reluctant to replace it for you. In most cases, a grower is willing to replace an
infected orchid. It is good practice to quarantine a new addition to your collection.

Reprinted with permission from Dr. Gail C. Wisler, author of: “How to Control Orchid
Viruses, the Complete Guidebook”.
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